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Association of State Floodplain Managers  

• Organization of professionals involved in 
all aspects of floodplain management 

 

• Executive Office  
– 17 employees in Madison, Wisconsin 
 

• Policy is developed primarily from 
members through Committees to the  
ASFPM Board for adoption 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our mission: to mitigate the losses, costs, and human suffering caused by flooding and to protect the natural and beneficial functions of floodplains without impacting the property rights of others.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
ASFPM has 15,000 members nationwide, and 35 state chapters.  
There are approximately 8,000 CFMs nationwide.

http://www.ffma.net/
mailto:dfowler@mmsd.com
http://www.mnafpm.org/
http://mi.floods.org/
http://ny.floods.org/
http://www.inafsm.net/
http://www.ofma.org/
http://www.vaflood.org/
http://www.ncafpm.org/
http://www.scahm.kk5.org/
matilto:lreid@hattiesburgms.com
http://www.arkansasflood.com/
mailto:remmerla@bellsouth.net
http://www.tfma.org/
http://www.okflood.org/
http://www.nmfma.org/
http://www.azfma.org/
http://www.casfm.org/
mailto:jsanders@jacksonmo.org
http://www.floodplain.org/
http://www.norfma.org/
http://www.mtfloods.org/
http://des.utah.gov/ufsma/
http://www.nefsma.net/
http://www.kafm.org/
http://gis.fmsm.com/kamm/
http://www.awra.org/state/new_jersey/flood/floodplain.html
http://www.mafsm.org/
http://www.awra.org/state/new_jersey/flood/floodplain.html
http://des.utah.gov/ufsma/
http://des.utah.gov/ufsma/
http://des.utah.gov/ufsma/
http://des.utah.gov/ufsma/
matilto:lreid@hattiesburgms.com
http://www.kafm.org/
http://www.kafm.org/
http://www.kafm.org/
http://www.nefsma.net/


 National CFM® Certification 
 State Chapter Services & Support 
 Continuing Education Development 
 Develop Tools for Communities & States 

– Mapping & Regulations Resources 
– No Adverse Impact (NAI) tools/training 
– Promote / Share Best Practices 

 Conferences & Events  
 Training Resources 
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ASFPM Member Support 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bi-monthly chapter calls
Quarterly state calls
State Mentoring Program & State FPM 1 on 1 training, soon: 273 courses in the field –under development
Training modules – FPM 101 , CRC, BPS




ASFPM Chapter Services 

 National representation and voice in 
Washington, DC 

 Notifications and newsletters on national 
policy updates, letters to policy makers, 
and current events 

 Support and resources for training, State 
conferences, and committees 
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 Represents members on national policy 
 Provides input on national legislation 
 Works on new policy & issue development 
 Coordinates with Federal agencies 

– FEMA / USACE / NOAA / USGS / EPA / HUD / 
USDA / USFWS  

 Coordinates with Agency Leadership on NFIP 
and other Mitigation Programs 

 Participates in National Coalitions  
 Partners with organizations of similar mission 
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ASFPM: Your National Voice 

http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuID=651 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuID=651
Flood Insurance Affordability paper
BW-12 Implementation
Cost to Flood Map the Nation – per congressional request



Why Chapters are Important 

 Training and professional development 
 Networking 
 Communicates policy / program updates to 

membership 
 Promotes improvement to state and local 

laws, policies, standards, and ordinances 
 Provides input from practitioners to policy 

makers 
 Provides members with growth opportunities 

and leadership experiences 
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Presentation Notes
Urge members to get involved in chapter activities, projects, state legislative and policy initiatives.  



How does West Virginia fit? 

• Only state with legislation mandating 
FPA’s complete annual training 

• 30th Chapter (of 35) to join ASFPM 
• 2nd “youngest” Association between 

AL (older) and TN & IA (younger) 
• Comparable membership #s to IN, 

MI, TN & WI chapters 
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Presentation Notes
So – all of you can now check that off your list for this year 
The WV Chapter has moved at lightening speed! WVFMA is on a short list of chapters that formed and became an AFSPM chapter within 2 years! Just for comparison, our latest chapter to join has been in existence for 35 years, but only recently obtained chapter status. So while the WV Chapter is the 30th ASFPM Chapter, it’s the 2nd youngest chapter just after TN and IA.  Additionally, WV has comparable membership numbers to IN (16 years), MI (25 years), and WI (10 years) all long standing chapters. 





Chapters 2012 Membership #s 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s what all of ASFPM’s 35 chapter’s membership numbers look like for 2012. Not surprisingly, Texas has the most members of any ASFPM chapter.
There is a great deal of diversity across all 35 chapters in terms of size, longevity, membership, finances, activities, and geographic distribution. ASFPM tries to provide chapter resources and support to meet each chapter where they’re at and for their unique needs.



What are Chapters Doing? 

• Law requiring FPAs to 
be CFMs 

• “Stupid Motorist” laws 
• Flood questions on 

Driver’s License exam 
• Disaster Response 

Team 
• Partner with parallel 

associations  

• Community meeting 
support 

• “Lunch & Learns” 
• Outreach programs 
• Legislative 

committee & Intern 
• Scholarships 
• State laws mandating 

higher standards 
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Presentation Notes
NM has a law that requires the local FPA to be CFM certified as a job requirement 
AZ & TX has Stupid Motorist laws that assess fines to drivers who drive through flood water and charge them for the cost of rescue
OK has flood related question on their Driver’s exam
OK has a DRT that trains and deploys chapter members to communities (in and out of OK state) post-disaster to assist with substantial damage estimations, and on the ground support to the local FPA
GA, FL, RI, TX, among others partner with parallel associations (APA, ASCE, IAEM, ASDSO) to offer training across member groups and pre-approved continuing education. NJ has formed an interesting partnership with the Nurture Nature Foundation and has become a grant partner on a their community-based outreach project where community organizing principles are used to educate and activate citizens about flood risk in their communities and provides them with tools to influence local ordinances and policy long after the “experts” have left.
OK offers chapter support for FPAs holding map change community meetings to offer support, mentorship and guidance to the local FPA – due to technical issues with the maps, these meetings have been notoriously contentious, the chapter helps provide support in outreach, education, and communication to the local administrators
Various chapters offer “lunch & learns” both face to face and virtually to help get training to FPAs who can’t attend full day events
Many chapters offer outreach programs including poster contests, calendar contests, 3D flood model presentations in the schools, at community events, fairs, groups
Some chapters have active Legislative committees that monitor state level FPM-related legislation to communicate and activate members around state level issues, and educate law makers on good FPM
Chapters offer a variety of scholarships – AZ, MI, IL offer college scholarships, OH offers scholarships to the chapter conference, WI offers scholarships to the ASFPM conference, and NJ offers scholarships for CFM certification
Many states have higher FPM standards adopted in their state largely due to the work of their state chapters.  For details about what states are doing in this area, ASFPM has published, “Floodplain Management 2010 State & Local Programs” posted online at: http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuID=732




What can WVFMA do to grow? 

• Build on the momentum of current legislative 
support for good FPM & education 

• Encourage Certification with goal of a CFM in 
every NFIP participating community in WV 

• Offer Training & Networking events 
• Develop Committees 
• Establish relationships and advocate for best 

practices with state policy makers and media 
• Engage in public outreach activities 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Training requirement for FPA’s is a great start, how about ongoing support / funding for that training? What about requiring CFM status for FPA’s?
The state mandated training requirement helps not only to prepare FPMs to get certified, but supports existing CFMs with continuing education opportunities.
Committees provide chapters with expert volunteers to help expand the chapter’s impact in their state through community and policy work.



WVFMA here today and in the future… 

• Charge member dues  
• Insurance 
• Tax-Exempt Status 
• Host a State Flood-

Risk Symposium 
 
 

• Get involved  
• Volunteer 
• Recruit members 
• Network  
• Share knowledge 
• Grow future leaders 
• Engage at national 

level 
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Presentation Notes
Recipe for sustainability
Participate in the chapter – respond to requests for information, comments, etc. when possible
Volunteer to support your chapter – many hands make light work. Remember – your chapter is more than just your board leaders. It’s the result of the work and engagement across the entire membership.
Actively recruit new members to the association and invite others to participate in training and the conference with you (policy makers, community officials, etc.).
Share what you know – everyone has something to share. You may not consider yourself an expert, but you may have more experience in an area than your fellow members who would love to pick your brain on that topic.
Encourage others to take on leadership positions within the chapter, and volunteer to become a leader yourself. Chapters benefit and perform better with a diverse group of engaged leaders. New leaders bring new ideas, ways of doing things, and opportunities for the chapter.  Planning for future leadership also ensures (hopefully) that the entire leadership doesn’t change all at the same time resulting in a “brain drain”
Participate at the national level, get involved with and stay connected with ASFPM through N&V, chapter alerts, committee calls, and annual conferences. It’s a great way to hear about what’s happening in other states and with other chapters as well as pending federal legislation.  Like chapters, ASFPM is stronger when we have diverse representation in our leadership as well.
I know this suggestion won’t make me popular, but it’s a necessary fact – to continue to sustain and grow member benefits, serve larger membership group, and to stay legal and safe from liability – membership dues are needed. Dependence on sponsorship for financial support puts Associations in a tenuous position long term.  Dues also establish member buy-in and commitment to the organization. 
The larger associations get, the greater the need for insurance. Fidelity bonding, liability, Errors & Omissions (E&O), and Directors & Officers (D&O) coverages are recommended.
Tax-exempt status not only simplifies the tax filing process, but eliminates the majority of income tax chapters are required to pay (without exempt status).
Co-hosting a state flood risk symposium with the ASFPM Foundation in your state is a great way to establish relationships, dialog, and educate key stakeholders about flood risks specific to your state’s needs. It also helps your state to identify long-range objectives and build a cohesive plan to address these needs.




 
 

How can ASFPM support 
your chapter? 
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Chapter Representatives on the ASFPM 
Board of Directors 

 
ASFPM Region 3 Board Rep.  

Alison C. Meehan, CFM, Virginia 
 

Chapter Dir., District 2 Board Rep. 
Michael Cothard, P.E., CFM, Illinois 
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Presentation Notes
State and National Policy Issues to Regional Director
Chapter Issues to Chapter Director



ASFPM 13 Policy Committees 
• Arid Regions 
• Coastal Issues 
• Flood Insurance 
• Flood Mitigation 
• Mapping & 

Engineering 
Standards 

• Professional 
Development 

• Stormwater 
Management 
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• Floodplain Regulations 
• No Adverse Impact 
• Non-structural   
    floodproofing 
• Natural & Beneficial  
    Functions 
• Training & Outreach 
• International 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





ASFPM Conferences & Events 

ASFPM National Conference 
Remembering the Past – Insuring the Future 

June 9-14, 2013, Hartford, CT 
http://asfpmconference.org 

 
 
 

2014 Seattle, WA 
2015 Atlanta, GA 

 
 

 

State Flood Risk Symposia 
Spring 2014 
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For more information 
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ASFPM 
575 D’Onofrio Dr. Ste. 200 

Madison, WI 53719 
608-828-3000 

asfpm@floods.org 
www.floods.org  



Kait Laufenberg, CFM 
Chapters & Training 

608-828-6325 
kait@floods.org 

Thanks for inviting me to your 
great state! 
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